Walker / Standard English

The Importance of Being Earnest
Act 1 Vocabulary
1. Lax- deficient in firmness : not stringent,  relaxed
2. Candid- marked by honest sincere expression, free from bias, prejudice
3. Expurgation- to cleanse of something morally harmful or offensive
4. Christen- to use for the first time, ceremony of baptism
5. Indecorous- conflicting with accepted standards of good conduct or good taste
6. Profligate- wildly extravagant
7. Quixotic- marked by rash lofty romantic ideas or extravagantly chivalrous action
8. Misanthrope- a person who hates or distrusts humankind
9. Celibacy- the state of not being married, abstention from sexual interaction 
10. Portmanteau- a word or morpheme whose form and meaning are derived from a blending of two or more distinct forms (as smog from smoke and fog), a large suitcase.
11. Philanthropic- dispensing or receiving aid from funds set aside for humanitarian purposes.  Goodwill to others.
12. Insuperable- incapable of being surmounted, overcome, passed over, or solved
13. Secular- not overtly or specifically religious - existing or continuing through ages or centuries
14. Perambulator- one who travels over or through especially on foot. [British : a baby carriage]
15. Machinations- to plan or plot especially to do harm.  A scheming or crafty action or artful design intended to accomplish some usually evil end.
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The original production of The Importance of Being Earnest in 1895 with Allan Aynesworthas Algernon (left) and George Alexander as John (right)
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